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Welcome to King Manor!    

 

King Manor is the historic home of Rufus King, and your visit to King Manor will 

allow your students to explore his role in the Federal Period of American History.  

Through Rufus King=s example, your students will learn about the writing of the 

Constitution, the development of the new American Republic, and early opposition to 

slavery.  At the same time, they will learn about life and customs in New York in the 

early 19th century.  Please review the teacher packet and feel free to contact the staff at 

King Manor if you require additional assistance. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

     

 

Discovering Rufus King will meet the following goals: 
 

1.  Encourage an appreciation of New York and American history. 

 

2.  Introduce that the study of history is engaging and ongoing. 

 

3.  Introduce the concept that history is all around us, using King Manor and its artifacts. 

 

4.  Emphasize the importance of speaking out for what one believes is right, through the example 

of Rufus King=s anti-slavery speeches.   

 

5.  Practice observation, analysis, individual research and teamwork. 

 

 

 

Students will be able to answer the following questions: 
 

1.  Who is Rufus King? 

 

2.  Why was Rufus King and his family important in our nation=s history? 

 

3. Why should we care about the past? 
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 KING MANOR=S ADISCOVERING RUFUS KING@ PROGRAM 

 & NEW YORK STATE LEARNING STANDARDS 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

English Language Arts 

Standard 1 - Students will read and write for information and understanding from the pre- and post-

visit materials; they will collect data, facts, and ideas from it and other 

materials.  They will discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations about 

the past inhabitants of Jamaica, of Queens, and the U.S.  They will use oral and 

written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit this information 

about the past in class assignments and field trips to historic sites. 

 

Standard 2 - Students will develop an understanding, from the pre- and post-

visit materials, the site artifacts and the Dutch and English architecture of the 

site, of diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions of this region and our society.  They will 

relate pre-visit texts of Rufus King=s life to their own. 

 

Standard 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation of 

materials in the pre- and post-visit packets. 

 

Standard 4 - Students participating optional craft, historic game and artifact discovery workshops 

practice listening, speaking, reading, and writing for social interaction. 

 

 

Languages Other than English 

Standard 2 - Students will gain cross-cultural skills and understandings by viewing and analyzing the 

culture of a time different from their own. 

 

The Arts 

Standard 1 - In optional workshops, students will actively engage in creative processes by creating 

modern interpretations of historic arts.   

 

Standard 2 - Students will learn about and use the plastic arts in creating the crafts, games, and foods 

included in the supplemental packets. 

 

 

Career Development & Occupational Studies 

Standard 1 - Students will learn about careers not usually observed, such as historians, archaeologists, 

and craftsmen who built and furnished King Manor. 

 

Math, Science & Technology 

Standard 7 - Students will apply the knowledge and thinking skills learned from the pre-visit materials 

and site activities to address contemporary problems, such as the worth of preserving historic sites, 

the relationship of the environment to human life, etc. 

Social Studies 
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Standard 1 - Students will learn about the 300 years of regional history, a major part of New York 

and U.S. history.  They have many media, in the pre- and post-visit activities, to demonstrate their 

understanding of it. 

 

Standard 2 - Students will learn, from the supplemental materials, of the multi-national origins of this 

region and its relation to national and world history by integrating the Dutch and English connections 

to King Manor. 

 

Standard 3 - Students will learn the geography of the interdependent world of the people from 

Colonial times to today through studying the way Jamaica looked historically through time and what 

the King Manor artifacts tell us compared with today=s environment. 

 

Standard 4 - Students will learn from the artifacts found that people of the past, as well as today, 

engaged in extensive trade networks as part of a market economy to secure needed goods not 

available locally; from historic documents, students will see how a non-market bartering economy 

functioned because of a shortage of coinage. 

  

Standard 5 - Students will learn, from Rufus King=s biography and materials at the site, the governing 

system of the regional groups towns and counties), and their relationship to state and national 

government (through Rufus= participation in writing the U.S. Constitution, election to the Senate, 

and being appointed Ambassador to England.)  They will understand the importance of each person=s 

role and responsibility of citizenship from his example. 
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TEACHERS:  

 

 

Please review the following 

materials with your students  

 

BEFORE  

 

your visit to  

King Manor Museum.  
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King Manor  Recommended Instructions for Teachers 

 

Please allow 45 - 60 minutes per lesson. 

 

Lesson 1 - Pre-visit 

 

Rufus King Biography    If possible, provide each student with a copy of the Rufus King 

biography and have each student highlight 10 facts.  

 

For teachers unable to make individual copies for each student, please 

read aloud and encourage students to take detailed notes. Each student 

should have at least 10 facts about Rufus Kingôs life. 

. 

Use the facts recorded by each student to make a classroom time-line 

of Rufus Kingôs life. 

 

Use a classroom map and find where all of the activities on the time line 

took place.   

 

Lesson 2 - Pre-visit 

 

Life at King Manor       If possible, provide each student with a copy of Life at King Manor 

and have each student highlight 10 facts. This will serve as a basis for 

Worksheet #2, Fill -In King Manor.  

 

For teachers unable to make individual copies for each student, please 

read aloud and encourage students to take detailed notes. Each student 

should have at least 10 facts about Life at King Manor. 

 

Fill -in King Manor       Assign, either individually or in groups Fill -In King Manor. 

     

Recommended Activity     Assign each student a typical 19
th
 century occupation  

mentioned in Life at King Manor. Examples include coachman, 
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tinsmith, cabinetmaker.  Have them research those occupations, and 

during the visit, ask them to look and listen for references to their 

assigned occupation! 

 

Lesson 3 - Pre-visit 

What Rufus Had   Review the Rufus King documents with your students, and 

To Sayé   assign the questions an in-class or at-home activity. 

 

 

Lesson 4 - Pre-visit 

 

Know-Want to Know-       Assign your students Worksheet 4, K-W-L Chart. Have 

Learned   students complete the ñKò and ñWò columns. (Column ñLò is to be 

completed after your site visit to King Manor.) 

 

 

UPON COMPLETION OF LESSON 4, YOU ARE READY FOR YOUR VISIT.  

 

Your site visit will consist of:  

 

 1. A tour of King Manor (Parlor, Dining Room, Library & Kitchen) 

 2. Optional additional craft workshop ï ie. craft, historic games, artifact discovery 

            3. A visit to our 2
nd

 Floor Gift Shop 

 

Lesson 5 - Post visit 

 

K-W-L chart                Have students complete the ñLò column.  If students have any 

unanswered questions, write to the staff of King Manor!  

 

Information Tree  Have students fill in the blanks of Worksheet 8, The King Manor 

Information Tree. 

 

Write a Story   Assign Worksheet 9, Write a Story, as an in-class or at-home 

activity. 
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A Biography of 
 

Rufus King 
 

1755 - 1827 
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A Founding Father  

of The United 

States 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

Rufus King was born on a farm in 1755 in what is now the state of Maine.  
He was the oldest son of Captain Richard King, a successful merchant, and 
his wife Isabella.  
 
When Rufus was 18 years old he entered Harvard College.  College 

students at that time spent a lot of time reading and learning philosophy, 
history, and classical literature and languages like Greek and Latin.  Rufus 
became an honor student, and graduated at the top of his class.   
 
  

While Rufus was still in college in 1774, the 
American colonists created the Continental 

Congress to decide how the colonies 
should react to things the British were doing 
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that they didnôt like such as raising taxes. In 1776, 
Congress asked Thomas Jefferson to write the 
Declaration of Independence which told King George 

III that the colonies now considered themselves free 
from British rule.  

 
 
 

After Rufus graduated from Harvard College, he 
studied law and served in the American 
Revolution.  By 1783, the American colonists 
had defeated the British troops.  The states 
joined together to become the United States of 

America and created a national government 
under the Articles of Confederation.  During this 
time, Rufus became a successful lawyer and 
began serving in the Confederation Congress.  
 

The Confederation Congress was based in Manhattan, 
as New York City was the first capitol of the United 
States.  While serving in the Congress, Rufus King 
lived in the home of John Alsop and his daughter Mary. 
 In 1786, Rufus married Mary Alsop, who was 

described by one Congressman as ñthe best looking 
woman in New York Cityò and possessing ñall that kind 
and benevolent disposition that never fails to find 
respectable admirers.ò Rufus and Mary eventually had 
five sons: John, Charles, James, Edward, and 
Frederick. 

 
  
 
 When it became obvious that the Articles of 
Confederation were not working well, delegates 

were sent to a convention in Philadelphia to 
change or amend the Articles to create a stronger 
central government.  Rufus helped write the 
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Constitution, and he was one of its signers.  Soon after the convention, he 
became a U.S. Senator representing New York. In 1796, President George 
Washington appointed him as Ambassador to England.  He finished his 

term in 1803 and returned to the United States.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In 1805, Rufus purchased a large farm in Jamaica, New York.  He farmed 
the land, raised cattle and kept up a large correspondence with family, 

friends and politicians.   
 

 
Rufusôs wife Mary once complained that he 
spent too many hours in his library reading 
and writing.  The library was his favorite 

room and the walls were lined with shelves.  
Rufus owned over 3000 books!  Most of his 
books were about history and he read about 
countries and people all over the world.  
 

When he wasnôt reading or enjoying his 
farm, Rufus kept working in government.  
Rufus ran for Vice President in 1804 and 
1808, but lost both elections.  In 1816, he 
lost to James Monroe in the presidential 

election.  Although he lost the presidency, 
King continued to serve as a U.S. Senator 
and took a strong stand against slavery.  

 



12 

 

After his term in the Senate was finished, Rufus wanted to retire on his farm 
in Jamaica.  However, he again accepted the position as Ambassador to 
England.  Soon after arriving in England, he became ill and had to return to 

home.  Rufus died on April 29, 1827 and is buried near King Manor in the 
Grace Episcopal Church Cemetery. 
 

 

Suggested Vocabulary List 

 
The following words appear in the text in italics.  Please review with your 
students. 
 
merchant 

colony  

independent 

Continental Congress     

American Revolution 

declaration 

Declaration of Independence 

Articles of Confederation 

delegate 

convention 

amend 

central government 

Constitution 

Senator 

Ambassador to England 

correspondence 

slavery 
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Inside 

Rufusôs Head 
 

Instructions: Choose 

7 facts from the Rufus 

King Biography and place in 

chronological order. Start at 

bottom! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life at  

King Manor  
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King Manor was the home of statesman 

Rufus King and his family from 1805 to 

1827.  Rufus bought the house and 90 acres 

of land for $12,000.  The manor was 

preserved because of Rufus Kingôs 

importance in local and national affairs.  

The house has stories to tell about life in 

Jamaica in the early 1800s. 

     

King Manor was a home where children 

ran up and down the stairs, played on the 

farm, and studied their lessons.  Rufus 

spent time in his library and Mary enjoyed 

walks 

outsi

de.  

They 

also 

had friends and family that would visit King 

Manor.   
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Rufus and his wife Mary moved into King 

Manor in 1806, with their two youngest 

sons, Edward who was eleven years old and 

Frederick who was four years old.  The 

three older sons were at school in Europe.  

Even when the King boys were older and 

had families of their own, they often 

returned to the farm with their wives and 

children to visit their parents. 

 

Rufus spent a lot of time in the library at King Manor writing, managing the farmôs 

accounts, taking care of business and reading the thousands of books that filled the 

libraryôs shelves.  Mary often swam at the Rockaway seashore and loved to go for 

long walks. 

When Rufus and his family lived at King Manor, the area around it (Jamaica) was a 

busy village.  By 1830, the village had a post office, 

prison, police and fire departments, churches, schools, 

a library, 7 stores, taverns, mills and sidewalks.  The 

village had 2 printing offices publishing weekly 

newspapers, 2 doctors and 3 lawyers.  

 

Jamaica is 12 miles east of Manhattan.  The road from 

Jamaica led to the Brooklyn ferry that ran across the 

East River to the city. Each traveler that used the road 

was charged a toll. More expensive carriages paid 

more money than farm wagons. In addition, a stage 

coach carried passengers, mail, newspapers and small 

packages between Jamaica and Brooklyn. The trip took 

90 minutes and cost about 50 cents. Rufus sent his mail by stage coach, but he 

would make the trip in his own private carriage driven by a coachman (driver).  
 

Rufus was very active in the community. The King family attended Grace Episcopal 

Church, which is located right down the street from King Manor.  When the church 

needed a larger building, Rufus gave money for this project. Jamaica had a public 

school and a few private schools. Most children spent a few months in school every 


